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JIM THORPE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
MAY 12, 2022 

MINUTES 
 

The Borough Council Work Session Meeting called to order at 6:32 p.m. by President Gregory Strubinger 
with the pledge of allegiance and a moment of silence for Thomas Highland, the armed forces, first 
responders, and their families.  The meeting was held in Memorial Hall, 115 East 10th Street, Jim Thorpe, 
PA. 
 

Roll Call of Members & Officials 
Gregory Strubinger   Joanne Klitsch   Kyle Scheckler-absent 
Michael Yeastedt-via phone  Robert Schaninger  Jessica Crowley 
Michael Rivkin    Mayor Sofranko   PSM Yaich-absent 
Police Sargent Bokeko   Solicitor Nanovic  Borough Manager Sterner 
Borough Engineer-absent  Borough Secretary 
 

Announcements 
Dee and Mark Reitz donated their time and materials for the annual sprucing up of the North and Front 
Street sitting area. 
 
The Tire and Electronic Recycling is being held Saturday May 14, 2022 from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  
Open for borough residents only and they must show an ID. 
 

Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Sofranko introduced Sargent Bokeko as he filled in for Police Chief Schatz.  He addressed the 
borough that with the closing of the school year, to please slow down while driving on the streets.  He 
thanked the borough for those who have already put up “slow down” signs.  He stated police will be out 
patrolling.  He announced that there will be a meeting set up Monday, June 6 at 7 p.m. with the youth of 
the borough to discuss what the borough currently has to offer recreationally for them and to hear what 
they would like to see be built or offered that the borough currently does not provide.  Help will be needed 
from both parents and volunteers. He also stated that making negative comment on Facebook cannot 
continue to happen and that the borough needs to work together.  There was a survey sent to residents 
as part of the Park Master Site Plan that was completed in September 2020 that the mayor discussed.  
Robert Schaninger brought up that the 9th Street garage measures 93’x93’, which is much larger than the 
current high school gymnasium, and thought that it would be great for a community rec center, and hoped 
the borough would go in that direction.  President Strubinger then went on to explain more about the 
survey that the borough sent to residents. 
 

Public Comment 
Annette Law spoke about the roller skating rink in Memorial Hall and the various proposals that were 
made in the past meetings and asked if the skating rink would be saved.  President Strubinger went on to 
explain about the Memorial Hall Project which would be voted on later in the meeting. 
 
Betty Lou McBride spoke about refurbishing the American flags on the light poles throughout the borough.  
She retired 36 and those would have to be replaced next year.  She stated that the large flag over 
Borough Hall would need to be replaced in the next 2 years.  She suggested that Council start looking for 
donations to help offset the costs.  Regular sized flags cost approximately $25-$30 a piece and the large 
flags cost approximately $125-$150.  President Strubinger thanked her for repairing the flags.  Borough 
Manager Sterner said flags are in the budget.  Robert Schaninger said that the state can supply flags as 
well and that he would contact State Representative Heffley.  
 
Bob Schaninger spoke about the importance of the tire and electronic recycling coming up this Saturday.  
He spent some time with Connor Rodgers and dug out tires off of Flagstaff.  To date, Connor has pulled 
560 tires off of the mountain. 
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Public Hearing 
Jim Thorpe Borough Code Amendments discussed in regards to zoning-the parking regulations apply to 
existing buildings and SALDO-submitting plans to outside agencies.  Maureen stated that it was 
advertised in the Times News on April 20, 2022 and April 27, 2022.  Solicitor Nanovic stated the proposed 
amendments were reviewed by both JT Planning Commission and Carbon County Planning Commission.  
Both recommend approval. 
 

SALDO 
Schweibinz Subdivision- MOTION by Mike Yeastedt, seconded by Bob Schaninger to accept a time 
extention granted by the applicant until July 30, 2022.  There were no comments.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Kanick Subdivision- MOTION by Bob Schaninger, seconded by Mike Yeastedt to instruct solicitor to 
draft an amendment to the zoning ordinance per a proposal and discussions.  After discussion and 
comments, motion carried 4-3 with Bob Schaninger, Jessica Crowley, and Michael Rivkin voting no and 
Mayor Sofranko breaking the tie. 
 
 

Action 
MOTION to table a request from Silvia/O’Keefe for No Parking on School Alley by Bob Schaninger, 
seconded by Joanne Klitsch.  After discussion and comments, motion carried 6-0. 
 
It was discussed between council and the owners of Molly Maguire’s Pub, as well as their lawyer, about 
the new line painting, loss of the loading zone, and their personal parking behind the pub.  The 
original meeting that Bob Schaninger had set up with the owners prior to the Borough Council Meeting to 
discuss those items got canceled due to “short notice.” 
 
MOTION by Bob Schaninger, seconded by Joanne Klitsch to approve Council Meeting Minutes from 
April 7, 2022.  After comments, motion carried 6-0. 
 
MOTION by Bob Schaninger, seconded by Michael Rivkin to approve Council Meeting Minutes from 
April 13, 2022.  There were no comments.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
MOTION by Bob Schaninger, seconded by Jessica Crowley to approve Council Meeting Minutes from 
April 21, 2022.  There were no comments.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
MOTION by Bob Schaninger, seconded by Joanne Klitsch to approve Expenditures from all Funds as 
presented.  There were no comments.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
MOTION by Bob Schaninger, seconded by Michael Rivkin to approve treasurer’s report as presented.  
There were no comments.  Motion carried 6-0.  
 
MOTION by Bob Schaninger, second by Mike Yeastedt to advertise Ordinance 2022-04 Zoning and 
SALDO Amendments.  This is to be voted upon next month.  Motion carries 6-0. 
 
MOTION by Joanne Klitsch, second by Bob Schaninger to approve Resolution 2022-09 Mayor’s 
Resolution honoring Ronald Confer.  There were no comments.  Motion carries 6-0. 
 
MOTION by Bob Schaninger, second by Joanne Klitsch to approve Resolution 2022-10 DCED 
Greenways Grant Application-Memorial Park Phase II Construction.  There were no comments.  
Motion carriers 6-0. 
 
MOTION by Bob Schaninger, second by Mike Yeastedt to approve DCED Greenways Grant 
Application-Funding Commitment Letter.  There were no comments.  Motion carries 6-0. 
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MOTION by Joanne Klitsch, second by Bob Schaninger to approve PSAB Constitution Amendment-
Operations during Declared Disasters.  There were no comments.  Motion carries 6-0. 
 
Councilman Schaninger exited the meeting at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Motion by Greg Strubinger, second by Michael Rivkin to authorize borough manager, at the Associate 
Conference, to support such a resolution that would legalize cannabis and send tax funds to the 
municipalities for enforcement.  After comments, motion carries 5-0. 
 
MOTION by Michael Rivkin, second by Joanne Klitsch to create a Zoning Ordinance Review Group.  
The group would meet the 1st, 2nd, and 4th Tuesdays of the month at 6:30 p.m. starting on June 7th.  A 
sign-up sheet was passed around to the borough citizens to participate. After comments, motion carries 
5-0. 
 
MOTION by Mike Yeastedt, second by Joanne Klitsch to approve Borough Funds be transferred into 
our PLGIT accounts.  There were no comments.  Motion carries 5-0. 
 
MOTION by Mike Yeastedt, second by Michael Rivkin to approve the EIT Tax Collection Contract 
Renewal with Berkheimer, 10 year term with a 1.73% commission.  There were no comments.  
Motion carries 5-0. 
 
MOTION by Mike Yeastedt, second by Greg Strubinger to ratify the Street Supervisor Office Mold 
Remediation Proposal from ALM Abatement.  After comments, m 
otion carries 5-0. 
 
MOTION by Michael Rivkin, second by Joanne Klitsch to approve the CCTI graduation police contract.  
There were no comments.  Motion carries 5-0. 
 
MOTION by Mike Yeastedt, second by Greg Strubinger to approve the Wastewater Operator 
Certification class participation by Larz Barnes.  There were no comments.  Motion carries 5-0. 
 
MOTION by Greg Strubinger, second by Mike Yeastedt to approve moving forward with the Memorial 
Hall Building project, as contained in the 2016 Resolutions, authorize the architect to update the 
spec and forward specs to USDA for approval.  Jessica Crowley asked if there was a deadline to 
move forward with the project and could it be tabled for a month due to a packet submitted to 2 Borough 
Council members from a Save Memorial Hall group.  Not everyone on council received the packet.  After 
comments, motion carries 3-1-1, with Jessica Crowley voting no and Michael Rivkin abstaining. 
 
MOTION by Mike Yeastedt, second by Joanne Klitsch to approve a temporary repair on the Salt and 
Cinder Shed.  We will wait on a decision for a new shed.  There were no comments.  Motion carries 5-0. 
 
MOTION by Joanne Klitsch, second by Michael Rivkin to approve a repair to the 9th Street Garage 
Roof.  There were no comments.  Motion carries 5-0. 
 
MOTION by Mike Yeastedt, second by Michael Rivkin to approve the Hill Road Parking Lot 
Construction.  There were no comments.  Motion carries 5-0. 
 
MOTION by Joanne Klitsch, second by Jessica Crowley to approve supporting Philip Cicchinelli’s 
Eagle Scout Project-fixing the signs on the Switchback Trail.  There were no comments.  Motion 
carries 5-0. 
 
MOTION by Joanne Klitsch, second by Michael Rivkin to approve the Blight Remediation Grant 
project-KCE invoice 183076 in the amount of $1,195.00.  There were no comments, motion carries  
5-0. 
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MOTION by Joanne Klitsch, second by Mike Yeastedt to approve the Blight Remediation Grant 
Project-RC Construction Change Order in the amount of a $1,700.00 credit.  There were no 
comments.  Motion carries 5-0. 
 
MOTION by Mike Yeastedt, second by Michael Rivkin to approve the Blight Remediation Grant 
Project-RC Construction Payment Application #3 in the amount of $10,532.30 after receipt of 
required maintenance bond.  There were no comments.  Motion carries 5-0. 
 
MOTION by Michael Rivkin, second by Mike Yeastedt to approve the High Street Water Main Project 
Doli Construction-Payment Application #1 in the amount of $ 334,713.49.  There were no  
comments, motion carries 5-0. 
 
Utility Action 
MOTION by Mike Yeastedt, second by Michael Rivkin to approve the Utility Account Garbage Only 
Lien Report.  There were no comments.  Motion carries 5-0. 
 
MOTION by Mike Yeastedt, second by Michael Rivkin to approve the Temporary Off Lien Report.  
There were no comments.  Motion carries 5-0. 
 

MOTION by Mike Yeastedt, second by Michael Rivkin to deny the request for wavier of penalties for 
various accounts, account holder stated bill was not received. As has been past policy, after comments, 
motion carried 5-0. 
 
Exoneration Request 
MOTION by Mike Yeastedt, second by Joanne Klitsch to approve the monthly report as submitted.  
There were no comments.  Motion carries 5-0. 
 
Committees 
  
 Administration 
 Nothing to report. 
  
 Public Service (Sewer/Sanitation/Water/Streets) 
 Nothing to report. 
 
 Police 
 Nothing to report. 
 
 Buildings/Parks 
 Nothing to report. 
 
 Emergency Services 
 Nothing to report. 
 
 Shade Tree Committee 
 Jessica Crowley is to send an email to Manager Sterner of the meeting time and place details.  
Meeting will be held at 11:00 a.m. at Muggles Mug on dates previously submitted. 
 
Old Business 
Nothing to report. 
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Executive Session 
Personnel 
 
Adjourn 
MOTION to adjourn by Michael Rivkin, second by Joanne Klitsch.  Motion to amend by Michael Rivkin, 
second by Joanne Klitsch to adjourn and go into executive session for personnel, there were no 
comments.  Motion carried 5-0.  The meeting ended at 9:42 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Brooke Klotz 
Borough Secretary 
 
 
 
 
            
 
 


