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JIM THORPE BOROUGH COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

JUNE 2, 2022 
MINUTES 

 
Meeting called to order at 6:42 p.m. by Vice President Michael Yeastedt with the pledge of allegiance and 
a moment of silence for the armed forces, first responders, and their families.  

 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS  
Gregory Strubinger-absent   Joanne Klitsch    Kyle Scheckler-absent  
Michael Yeastedt    Bob Schaninger   Jessica Crowley-absent  
Michael Rivkin     Mayor Sofranko   Solicitor Nanovic-absent  
Police Chief Schatz    Public Service Manager Yaich  Borough Manager Sterner  
Borough Engineer-absent   Secretary Brooke Klotz  

 
Mayor’s Report  
None  

 
Announcements  
May 14th was another successful tire and recycling event. In total 199 tv’s, 529 tires, and 262 
miscellaneous electronics were collected.  
The Borough applied for the 2022 Main Street Grant for a Lentz Trail Welcome Sign Beautification 
project. The project would cost $1,150. Through the grant, ½ of the cost ($575) would be covered if 
approved.  

 
Public Comment-  
Rob Lewis was speaking on behalf of Chang Yu, both of 34 Susquehanna, in regards to his car being 
towed on May 5th due to the street sweeping. He says the no parking signs aren’t being put up with 
enough warning, asked for more of a notice and if there is any way he can recoup some of the costs of 
the towing expense. Police Chief Schatz said towing isn’t done prior to putting up the no parking signs. 
Public Service Manager Yaich said that the signs are posted by 3 pm at the latest for the next day. It was 
recommended that they both sign up for the Borough’s Swift 911.  

 
SALDO  
The Kanick subdivision submitted a time extension until September 30, 2022.  
A new proposed lot consolidation ordinance amendment was presented. Michael Rivkin asked about 4e, 
at least one of the two lots being combined must be vacant. Conversely, no more than one of the 
combined Lots shall be improved. This applies only at the time of request.  

 
Action  
The following items were reviewed:  
Council Meeting Minutes from May 5, 2022  
Council Meeting Minutes from May 12, 2022  
Expenditures from all Funds as presented  
Treasurer’s Report – Manager Sterner said the Borough is right where it needs to be in all major funds  
Ordinance 2022-04 Zoning and SALDO amendments – Mike Yeastedt and Manager Sterner explained 
key points of the new proposed ordinance  
Zoning Hearing Board Solicitor fees – Manager Sterner explained that the Zoning Hearing Board 
appointed Attorney Matthew Schnell and that his rate is $125 per hour for any work completed, including  
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court representation. Joanne Klitsch asked who appoints this? Manager Sterner said the Zoning Hearing 
Board appoints the solicitor and that Council has to approve the pay rate.  
There was nothing to report for the Blight Remediation Grant Projects and High Street Water Main 
Project.  

 
Utility Action  
Active Utility Accounts Garbage & Other Lien Report should be changed to zero (0)  
Active Utility Account Garbage Only Lien Report should be changed to two (2)  
Account 2875 payment plan – Manager Sterner explained that they are in the process of selling the 
house and are behind on their payments. They are looking at paying an additional $100 to $150 a month 
to get paid up to date. They also have another account that they had set up a payment plan on and 
defaulted. Mike Yeastedt asked if council gets to decide the extra amount paid back per month or is 
council just getting to vote to approve or deny. He also asked what happens if they sell the property 
before paying it off. Manage Sterner said that it should be paid off with the closing costs and if not, the 
balance would then be applied to the new property owners. It was recommended to place a possible lien 
on the property to ensure payment.  

 
Exoneration Request  
Report was submitted for review  

 
Committees  
Administration  
None  
 
Public Service (Sewer/Sanitation/Water/Streets)  
None  
 
Police  
The Silvia/O’Keefe request for action has been resolved  
Angled parking – plan on finishing the line painting by Tuesday June 7. Based on section 420-1 in the 
borough code book that Attorney Stephens presented at the May 12 meeting, parking lines are to be for 
parallel parking. Solicitor Nanovic advised via email to revise the ordinance after all the lines are painted 
and the parking situation is working out. Manager Sterner recommended this gets moved to old business 
and revisit in July.  
Mayor Sofranko spoke about the issues with the parking kiosks and being in the process of fixing them. 
The Police Department is working on getting some sort of out of order signage or a large bag to place 
over top of out of order kiosks from the manufacturer of the kiosks.  
Chief Schatz spoke of the parking issues on Race St on Memorial Day weekend and attempting to get 
emergency vehicles through. He recommended once the lines are done being painted to drive the largest 
fire engine the Borough has through the roads throughout the Borough to see if any other parking 
changes need to be made.  
 
Building/Parks  
None  
 
Emergency Services  
None  
 
Other  
None  
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Old Business  
Remove Brummell request, the property was sold, per council.  
Remove Parking Authority, per council.  
Parking Permits – it was recommended for next year to move the pass to a different area of the vehicle as 
officers are having a hard time seeing them through tinted windows.  

 
Executive Session & Adjourn  
Personnel  
 
MOTION to adjourn and move into executive session by Joanne Klitsch, seconded by Bob Schaninger. 
There were no comments. Motion carried 4-0. The meeting ended at 7:27 pm.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
 
Brooke Klotz  
Borough Secretary 


