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JIM THORPE BOROUGH COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
AUGUST 4, 2022 

MINUTES 
 

Meeting called to order at 6:34 p.m. by President Gregory Strubinger with the pledge of allegiance and a 
moment of silence for Jim Trainer and his family, the armed forces, first responders, and their families. 
 

Roll Call of Members 
Gregory Strubinger  Joanne Klitsch    
Michael Yeastedt  Bob Schaninger    Jessica Crowley 
Michael Rivkin   Mayor Sofranko    Solicitor Nanovic-absent 
Police Chief Schatz  Public Service Mgr. Yaich-absent Borough Manager Sterner 
Borough Engineer-absent Secretary Brooke Klotz 
 

Announcements 
Mayor Sofranko announced that in the Times News On This Day article 42 years ago President 
Strubinger’ s little league team beat Nesquehoning. 
 

Public Comment 
1122 North Street: St. Luke’s Project — Joe Bennet spoke on the behalf of St. Luke’s. They are currently 
converting the old Dean Anthony’s building. There will be several different services within the building. He 
went on to describe what the building will look like and explained that there will be different doctors for 
different practices on different days within the building. The building will be 9000 square feet. They are 
working with engineers from Barry Isset.  
President Strubinger expressed concerns about stormwater and drainage issues within that area. John 
McGuire piggybacked on his concerns and questioned the impervious system they would be utilizing. 
John Bennet assured that they were aware of the issues and that it would be storm water friendly. 
Michael Yeastedt expressed concerns over parking along Olympian Way and asked if a sidewalk could 
be put in.  
Joe Bennet said the spots are 23 feet and the parking bumpers would be placed 20 feet in, leaving a 3 
foot walking area.  Mayor Sofranko asked if a walking area could be marked there. Joe Bennet said if it’s 
needed, St. Luke’s would put it in. St. Luke’s will do everything they can to maximize parking to eliminate 
parking in the residential area. 
President Strubinger questioned the safety of the parking spot closest to the entrance on North Street. A 
driver could potentially back out onto North Street. Joe Bennet said that spot would be utilized by an 
employee. 
President Strubinger thanked him for his time. 
 
Steve Ambrose, 284 West Broadway - He wanted to thank Chief Schatz and the rest of the Police 
department for a well organized National Night Out.  
President Strubinger also thanked Chief Schatz, the department, and their families. 
 
John McGuire, 1325 Center Street - He wanted to thank, on behalf of the Planning Commission, Borough 
Council and Manager Sterner for having the Borough Secretary for record minutes at their meetings and 
freeing up Nancy Porambo from those duties. 
He also thanked Chief Schatz and everyone who was involved in National Night Out. 
He spoke on behalf of the Library. The library services the Borough, the School District, Penn Forest 
Township, Kidder Township, and Nesquehoning Borough. They are currently looking for a representative 
from each area. The library depends on donations and asked that Borough Council keeps the Library in 
mind when planning next year’s budget. 
He brought up the need to fix or replace the Hometown Hero’s banners throughout the Borough. He said 
Jimmy Trainer helped put many of them up. He knows that the Lion’s Club spearheaded this project. 
Manager Sterner said Borough Council is aware of the situation and that they are looking into it already. 
Council is hoping to find a volunteer willing to help out with this project. John said he would be willing to 
help. 
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Lastly, he expressed concerns over electric bikes being ridden throughout the Borough.  He stated that 
people are driving them around almost like motorcycles and that it’s getting dangerous. Chief Schatz said 
the state is already looking into changing the rules and regulations. 
President Strubinger followed up by stating that plans are being ironed out on the Hometown Heroes 
banners. 
 

Public Hearing 
Ordinance 2022-05 — SALDO Amendment Lot Consolidations: This Ordinance was recommended for 
approval by the Planning Commission. This will help streamline the costs and the process for the 
Borough residents. Michael Yeastedt said it encourages more open space. 
 

Action  
The following items were reviewed: 
 
Borough Council Appointment – Jessica Crowley asked if Council was allowed to discuss with the 
residents who the candidates are.  Because it would be moved to action for next week’s meeting and not 
have to be discussed in executive session, it was open to the public.  Jessica Crowley read off the 
names: Jay Miller, Clem McGinley, John McGuire, James Dougher, Andrew Roberts, and Sydney 
Wernett.  President Strubinger thanked the candidates for expressing their interest in the open council 
member seat.  He explained how the voting process worked – the candidates would get a nomination 
from council members and then it would go to a roll call vote.  The first person with the majority vote 
would get the seat.  Jessica Crowley expressed that it would be an unfair advantage for anyone 
nominated after the first person to be nominated because they could have also gotten the same number 
of votes.  Manager Sterner explained that once a nominee has the majority vote, the voting ends and 
goes no further.  The nominee with the majority vote would take the open seat.  Bob Schaninger 
suggested writing names down on a slip of paper of who each council person would like to nominate.  He 
also expressed wanting to know if each candidate plans on running for this seat in a year and a half once 
this term is over.  Mayor Sofranko explained that you want to nominate who you intend of voting for and 
just stick to that vote.  He recommended adding a required second to a nomination in order to vote for 
that candidate.  He also explained the process of what happens in the event of a tie.  Jessica Crowley 
asked if this process is legal.  Manager Sterner explained that this is the process that was explained to 
her by the solicitor. President Strubinger asked if council would be ok with requiring a second nomination 
in order to be eligible to be voted. Michael Rivkin asked if voting goes in the order of seniority on Council.  
Mayor Sofranko explained that the roll call vote is called by chairman of the board and then the secretary 
reads off the names of council and the names get rotated for each vote.  Mayor Sofranko explained the 
Lehighton School Board has been through this process numerous times and asked if Jarred Hades from 
the Times News could explain how they’ve handled this.  Jarred explained each member of their school 
board wrote a name down who they wished to nominate.  The top three names were the ones to get 
voted upon.  President Strubinger would like to ask the solicitor if Council can write down names as 
nominations to vote upon.  Manager Sterner asked if the solicitor says this isn’t a legal way of voting, 
would Council like to require a second motion nomination.  Council would like to think it over before 
deciding.     
 
Council Meeting Minutes from July 7, 2022 
 
Council Meeting Minutes from July 14, 2022 
 
Expenditures from all Funds as presented – The Water Department recently had their Plant Water Heater 
replaced.  The cost was just over $5,600.00.  This was budgeted for the year.  Joanne Klitsch asked if the 
Borough is over budget due to the Pavilion Cooler compressor ceasing and needing to be replaced.  
Manager Sterner explained that it was submitted to the insurance company.  She went on to explain what 
had caused the compressor seizing.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
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Ordinance 2022-05 — SALDO Amendment Lot Consolidations 
 
Resolution 2022-14 — CFA Multimodal Downtown Grant (replaces 2022-11) – The $6,000.00 
Administration fees were removed from the Engineering fees.  This reduced the amount for the match to 
$134,500.00. This reduced the amount the Borough is responsible for paying from $110,000.00 to 
$104,320.00. 
 
CFA Multimodal Downtown Project Matching Funds Waiver and Pledge 
 
CFA Multimodal Downtown Project Total Grant Amount Request 
Resolution 2022-15 — Master Disposition Policy – This Resolution will state how the Borough will dispose 
of records according to the state regulations.  It is not needed to be reinstated on a yearly basis. 
 
Resolution 2022-16 — Records to be Disposed – Change wording to unused checks in the Resolution. 
 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program General Application Certifications — 2022 
Third Restated Agreement to Create Special Fire Department Account – Only changes made were due to 
the consolidation of 2 fire departments. 
 
2022 Return to Mauch Chunk Pow Wow 9/10 & 9/11 
 
2022 Heritage Festival at Mauch Chunk Lake 9/17 
 
2022 Immaculate Conception Church Halloween Ball 10/16 
 
School Street ADA & Curb Improvements Proposal – Improvement costs would be $11,728.75 
 
High Street Water Main ARPA (American Recovery Plan Act) 
     Doli Construction Pay Application #3 — $4,469.45 
     Project completed and closes 
 
Borough Facilities Projects 
     Updated Cost Estimates – Still working on getting updated figures.  Manger Sterner will have them for 
 next week’s meeting.  The Public Service Garage base bid will be the same manner as it was bid 
the first time. The alternate will be the pole building 
     Spillman Farmer Architects Proposal – The previous balance on the 2018 proposal was $21,331.23.  
The current proposal is $80,795.00.  The cost for additional new work is $59,463.77.   
     Bond Counsel Agreement — Eckert, Seamans, Cherin, & Mellott, Inc. 
     Solicitor Legal Services Agreement — Nanovic Law Offices 
 

Utility Action 

Active Utility Account Garbage Only Lien Report (3) 
 
Utility Accounts Proposed Updates (2) 
 
Account 5050 payment plan 
 

Exoneration Request 
Report was submitted for review 
 

Committees 

 
Administration 
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Cyber Insurance — HISCOX $4,776.00: It was decided by Borough Council last month to allow President 
Strubinger and Michael Yeastedt to decide on the coverage after meeting with the insurance company 
and IT company. 
 
Ogden/Bennick Subdivision – The plans are set to expire in September 2022.  To date, the Borough 
office has not received any word from them.  This will go before Planning Commission in their August 
meeting with whatever plans that are provided and go before Council in September.  Manager Sterner 
would like to know if Council would like the Borough Office staff to contact the applicants. 
 
Public Service (Sewer/Sanitation/Water/Streets) 
Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendment Special Zoning District – Council received a letter from the 
Planning Commission about their concerns over the proposed Special District Zoning Ordinance.  The 
Sewer Enforcement Officer recommends the proposed Ordinance.  The 1,000-foot distance justification 
was the results of discussions between Council and the Kanick’s engineer.  The DEP’s requirement is 50 
feet.  With the 1,000-foot distance, there will be fewer homes built.  The SEO recommended on lot septic 
system tanks be pumped every three years and inspected at that time. It was recommended to include in 
the amendment the pumping and the inspections are at the property owner’s expense.  The current 
zoning ordinance already has penalty provisions in place.  Manager Sterner recommended that Council 
responds to the Planning Commission about the 1,000-foot justification and the penalty assessment 
 
Road Bids – There was an error in bid specs, therefore the Borough is unable to award the project.  
Chapman Street is exceeding the budget.  The Borough is currently waiting on a quote for tarring and 
chipping. 
 
RFA Klitsch – Would like to see the Borough take over and maintain Main Street.  Joanne Klitsch plans 
on asking the president of the HOA to turn over the road to the Borough.  Mayor Sofranko stated the road 
has been maintained in the winter due to school busses.  
 
Movie Hill Parking Lot – Currently, most people who are utilizing it are tourists.  Once millings are placed, 
15 spots can be marked.  If it’s utilized as kiosk parking, it’s $10 a day and the Borough can generate up 
to $3,600 a month.  If the parking lot is used as rental spots, the Borough can generate $900 a month. 
Bob Schaninger recommended making it a lot for employees for the businesses on Broadway There were 
concerns over the safety of the area as there is minimal lighting, no sidewalk, and no guide rail going up 
to the parking lot.  It was recommended to find out pricing and add concrete bumpers, make it a one way 
in and one way out, add signage stating it is a municipal lot, and to find out about adding lighting. 
 
Police 
Parking Ordinance Amendment: angled parking language, compact/subcompact parking area, Hazard 
Square large vehicle restriction removal, and stop sign on South Avenue at Poplar intersection – Have 
the Solicitor correct the typo within the Ordinance. 
 
RFA Drury: Parking by Mauch Chunk Museum 
 
Loyd Request: Requesting one (1) parking permit for her business 
 
Buildings/Parks 
Kemmerer Park 
     Status of Title Search 
     Nomination & Approval of three (3) representatives to the Kemmerer Park Assoc. per the bylaws 
     Status of Ground Work 
     General discussion on lease renewal — current lease expires January 11, 2026 
Depending on the outcome of the title search, determines the Association Membership request. 
 
RFA Romanchik: Switchback Trail – Chief Schatz agrees that adding a sign for no unauthorized vehicles.  
He’s only ever received one call of a contractor that got lost and stuck down there.  It is Borough property.  
Jessica Crowley says she’s seen multiple cars driving through the Switchback Trail. 
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Upcoming Grant Projects 
     2023 LSA Monroe Grants: Asa Packer Mansion repairs & Kemmerer Park Improvements – The Police 
Department is also planning on applying for this grant for ALPR Systems, which is a License Plate 
Reading System. 
 
     DCED: Memorial Park Phase II 
     PA Small Sewer & Water: 500 block of South Street Sewer Main project & Front Street Stormwater    
Project. 
 
Emergency Services 
None 
 
Other 
None 
 

Old Business 

None 
 

Executive Session & Adjourn 

MOTION to adjourn and move into executive session by Joanne Klitsch, second by Michael Yeastedt. 
There were no comments. Motion carries 6-0. The meeting ended at 9:03 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Brooke Klotz 
Borough Secretary 

 
 

 

 


